
Real Madrid Verses Juventus

National Curriculum Objectives:

English Year 5 & Year 6: Understand what they read by checking that the book makes 
sense to them, discussing their understanding and exploring the meaning of words in 
context. More resources with this objective.

Differentiation:

Section A Match given words from the text to synonyms.
Section B Find synonyms within the text.
Section C Find trickier synonyms within the text.
Section D Explaining the meaning of idioms linked to the text.

Did you like this resource? Don’t forget to review it on our website.
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Real Madrid Verses Juventus – Teacher Version

On Saturday 3rd June, club giants Real Madrid and Juventus will come face to face in what promises 
to be an epic battle for the UEFA Champions League title.  Last year, Real Madrid beat Spanish 
club, Atlético, 5 – 3 on penalties and they will be hoping to repeat this success as they face old foes 
Juventus.

D: (Q6) Which phrase suggests that Real Madrid and Juventus are big, successful clubs?  ‘club 
giants’

E: (Q1) Who won last years UEFA Champions League final?  Real Madrid

S: (Q11) What does the word ‘epic’ mean?  The word epic relates to the characteristics of ancient 
deeds or the adventures of heroic or legendary figures. 

M: (Q16) What does the phrase ‘old foes’ suggest about the relationship between Real Madrid and 
Juventus?  The phrase ‘old’ suggests that they have met many times before.  The word ‘foe’ means 
enemy or rival.  The phrase would seen to suggest that the two teams have met many times as 
rivals.  

These two clubs have met an impressive 18 times already (all in the European Cup) and with eight 
wins apiece and two draws, it’s certainly shaping up to be a clash of the titans.  During these bouts, 
Juventus scored 21 goals to Madrid’s 18, so will this give them the advantage they need? Or will 
Real Madrid’s desire to keep hold of the title they won last year be enough to give them the edge?    

If you’re keen to learn more about the teams, then the following provides a brief overview of your 
UEFA Champions League finalists.

M: (Q17) Why do you think the author has used the phrase ‘clash of the titans’?  The word ‘clash’ 
refers to a confrontation and the word ‘titan’ is often used to describe someone who is god-like, 
powerful or influential in their field.  So the author is suggesting that the final will be a 
confrontation between powerful, god-like players or teams.     

S: (Q12) What is the purpose of the rhetorical questions in the second paragraph?  It’s a question 
asked not for the answer, but for the effect.  In this case, it is to get the reader to think about the 
motivation of both teams.  

E: (Q2) What does the word ‘bout’ mean?  A short period of intense activity of a specified kind.

D: (Q7) Which sentence directly addresses the audience?  What is the purpose of this?  ‘If you’re 
anxious to learn more about the teams, then the following provides a brief overview of your UEFA 
Champions League finalists.’  Its purpose is to draw the reader into the text and instruct them on 
what to do next.
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Club: Real Madrid

Home Ground Santiago Bernabéu Stadium, Madrid, Spain (seating capacity 81,044)

Manager Zinedine Zidane 
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E: (Q3) If Real Madrid play at home to a full stadium, how many people are watching the game?  
81,044 people

D: (Q8) What does the word ‘founded’ mean?  Establish or originate an institution or organisation.

S: (Q13) How do you think Juventus are feeling about facing Real Madrid in June?  Explain your 
answer with reference to the text.  Various responses with reference to the text.

M: (Q18) How much influence does the author think Ronaldo will have on the game?  What makes 
you think this?  The author thinks that Ronaldo is capable of winning the title for Real Madrid, if he 
plays to the best of his ability because it says ‘...when Christiano Ronaldo is firing on all cylinders, 
the dream of Real Madrid retaining the Champions League title is fully alive.’
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History

The club was founded in 1902 and was originally known as Madrid 
Football Club.  The word ‘Real’ (Spanish for Royal) was bestowed upon 
the club by King Alfonso XIII in 1920, allowing them to use the royal 
crown in their emblem.  The club is one of the most widely supported 
clubs in the world and established itself as a major force in both Spanish 
and European football in the 1950’s.  The club have won over 100 
trophies to date. 

Progress to Date

Real Madrid have been UEFA Champions League winners an 
unprecedented eleven times, which must be a daunting statistic for 
Juventus!  However, they have made a sluggish start to the competition 
and only managed to finish second in their group, much to the delight of 
Dortmund who finished above them.  Despite this, it’s never wise to write 
off a team like Real Madrid as they most definitely have the stuff of 
champions.

Key Players

Obviously, it goes without saying that when Christiano Ronaldo is firing 
on all cylinders, the dream of Real Madrid retaining the Champions 
League title is fully alive.  

Brazilian midfielder, Casemiro, is also one to watch, as he is a rising star 
and influential player amongst the Real Madrid team.

Club: Juventus

Home Ground Juventus Stadium, Turin, Italy (seating capacity 41,507)

Manager Massimiliano Allegri 

History

Did you know that ‘juventus’ is Latin for ‘youth’?  The name is very apt 
for a club which was founded in 1897 by a group of teenagers no older 
than 17, who shared a passion for a fascinating new game that had 
recently been imported from England.  Juventus became the first 
professional club in Italy and they have spent the vast majority of that 
time in the top flight First Division (known as Serie A).  In short, Juventus 
are Italy’s most successful football club having secured over 60 trophies. 

Like this? Find more 
differentiated Football 

resources here.

http://www.classroomsecrets.co.uk/tag/Football/


D: (Q9) Why is the club called Juventus?  Juventus means ‘youth’ in Latin and the club was started 
by a group of teenagers no older than 17.

E: (Q4) Where did the game of football come from?  England

S: (Q14) What makes the author think that Juventus can win?  The author thinks that Juventus has 
a ‘cast-iron’ defence and that a good defence wins trophies.

M: (Q19) How do you think Gianluigi Buffon will influence the game?  His motivation to finally win 
a Champions League final will help tighten Juventus’s defence further making it difficult for Real 
Madrid to score.

The last time Juventus made it as far as the final was in 2015; they were beat by Barcelona and set 
the unwanted record of becoming the first team to lose six Champions League finals.  A defeat in 
June would increase that total to seven loses, which might be incentive enough to ensure that they 
don’t lose again.  As for Real Madrid, they would be delighted to increase their record-breaking 
eleven Champions League titles to twelve.

It’s a tough one to call but one thing’s for sure, we can prepare to be enthralled by a master-class in 
top quality football. 

M: (Q20) What is the purpose of a semi-colon?  To join two related but independent clauses together 
without the use of a conjunction or full stop.

S: (Q15) Think of THREE more words that mean the same as ‘enthralled’.  E.g. captivated, gripped, 
absorbed, enchanted, charmed, fascinated, mesmerised etc.

D: (Q10) What is the purpose of this text?  To inform the reader about both teams and to get you 
excited about the upcoming match.

E: (Q5) Who do you think will win?  Explain your answer with reference to the text.  Various 
responses that must make reference to the text.
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Progress to Date

Juventus have won the UEFA Champions League final twice already but 
they have also been runners up on six occasions.  Yet, they have made 
their current journey through the groups look easy.  They have managed 
to reach the final with an unbeaten record, however, so have Real Madrid.  
Why might this be their year to win?  In short, their cast-iron defence 
which has only been breached twice this competition and it’s a commonly 
held belief that a good defence wins trophies.

Key Players

The Italian goalkeeper, Gianluigi Buffon, may be 39 but he’s showing no 
signs of slowing down.  It’s a well known fact that he has never won the 
UEFA Champions League which might give him all the motivation he 
needs to keep out Real Madrid goals.

Paulo Dybala is also one to watch.  He is a rising star for Juventus and 
his talent is without doubt after converting 15 shots in a row from the 
penalty spot.
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Real Madrid Verses Juventus

On Saturday 3rd June, club giants Juventus and Real Madrid will come face to face in 
what promises to be an epic battle for the UEFA Champions League title.  Last year, 
Real Madrid beat Spanish club, Atlético, 5 – 3 on penalties and they will be hoping to 
repeat this success as they face old foes Juventus.

These two clubs have met an impressive 18 times already (all in the European Cup) 
and with eight wins apiece and two draws, it’s certainly shaping up to be a clash of 
the titans.  During these bouts, Juventus scored 21 goals to Madrid’s 18, so will this 
give them the advantage they need? Or will Real Madrid’s desire to keep hold of the 
title they won last year be enough to give them the edge?    

If you’re keen to learn more about the teams, then the following provides a brief 
overview of your UEFA Champions League finalists.
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Club: Real Madrid

Home Ground
Santiago Bernabéu Stadium, Madrid, Spain (seating capacity 
81,044)

Manager Zinedine Zidane 

History

The club was founded in 1902 and was originally known as 
Madrid Football Club.  The word ‘Real’ (Spanish for Royal) was 
bestowed upon the club by King Alfonso XIII in 1920, allowing 
them to use the royal crown in their emblem.  The club is one of 
the most widely supported clubs in the world and established 
itself as a major force in both Spanish and European football in 
the 1950’s.  The club have won over 100 trophies to date. 

Progress to Date

Real Madrid have been UEFA Champions League winners an 
unprecedented eleven times, which must be a daunting statistic 
for Juventus!  However, they have made a sluggish start to the 
competition and only managed to finish second in their group, 
much to the delight of Dortmund who finished above them.  
Despite this, it’s never wise to write off a team like Real Madrid 
as they most definitely have the stuff of champions.

Key Players

Obviously, it goes without saying that when Christiano 
Ronaldo is firing on all cylinders, the dream of Real Madrid 
retaining the Champions League title is fully alive.  

Brazilian midfielder, Casemiro, is also one to watch, as he is a 
rising star and influential player amongst the Real Madrid 
team.
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The last time Juventus made it as far as the final was in 2015; they were beat by 
Barcelona and set the unwanted record of becoming the first team to lose six 
Champions League finals.  A defeat in June would increase that total to seven loses, 
which might be incentive enough to ensure that they don’t lose again.  As for Real 
Madrid, they would be delighted to increase their record-breaking eleven Champions 
League titles to twelve.

It’s a tough one to call but one thing’s for sure, we can prepare to be enthralled by a 
master-class in top quality football. 
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Club: Juventus

Home Ground Juventus Stadium, Turin, Italy (seating capacity 41,507)

Manager Massimiliano Allegri 

History

Did you know that ‘juventus’ is Latin for ‘youth’?  The name is 
very apt for a club which was founded in 1897 by a group of 
teenagers no older than 17, who shared a passion for a 
fascinating new game that had recently been imported from 
England.  Juventus became the first professional club in Italy 
and they have spent the vast majority of that time in the top 
flight First Division (known as Serie A).  In short, Juventus are 
Italy’s most successful football club having secured over 60 
trophies. 

Progress to Date

Juventus have won the UEFA Champions League final twice 
already but they have also been runners up on six occasions.  
Yet, they have made their current journey through the groups 
look easy.  They have managed to reach the final with an 
unbeaten record, however, so have Real Madrid.  Why might 
this be their year to win?  In short, their cast-iron defence 
which has only been breached twice this competition and it’s a 
commonly held belief that a good defence wins trophies.

Key Players

The Italian goalkeeper, Gianluigi Buffon, may be 39 but he’s 
showing no signs of slowing down.  It’s a well known fact that 
he has never won the UEFA Champions League which might 
give him all the motivation he needs to keep out Real Madrid 
goals.

Paulo Dybala is also one to watch.  He is a rising star for 
Juventus and his talent is without doubt after converting 15 
shots in a row from the penalty spot.
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Real Madrid Verses Juventus – Comprehension

Section A

1. Who won last years UEFA Champions League final?  

2. What does the word ‘bout’ mean? 

3. If Real Madrid play at home to a full stadium, how many people are watching the 
game?  

4. Where did the game of football come from? 

5. Who do you think will win?  Explain your answer with reference to the text. 
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Section B

6. Which phrase suggests that Real Madrid and Juventus are big, successful clubs? 

7. Which sentence directly addresses the audience?  What is the purpose of this? 

8. What does the word ‘founded’ mean? 

9. Why is the club called Juventus?  

10. What is the purpose of this text? 
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Section C

11. What does the word ‘epic’ mean? 

12. What is the purpose of the rhetorical questions in the second paragraph? 

13. How do you think Juventus are feeling about facing Real Madrid in June?  Explain 
your answer with reference to the text.  

14. What makes the author think that Juventus can win?  

15. Think of THREE more words that mean the same as ‘enthralled’. 
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Section D

16. What does the phrase ‘old foes’ suggest about the relationship between Real 
Madrid and Juventus? 

17. Why do you think the author has used the phrase ‘clash of the titans’?  

18. How much influence does the author think Ronaldo will have on the game?  What 
makes you think this?  

19. How do you think Gianluigi Buffon will influence the game?  

20. What is the purpose of the semi-colon?  
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Real Madrid Verses Juventus – Challenge Activity
Section A

Find matching synonyms and label them with the same number.

Section B

Identify words in the text that mean the same as:
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epic edge foe pleased

delighted sluggish desire eager

enemy keen slow drive

passion heroic motivation advantage

Juventus have won the UEFA Champions League final twice already but they have 
also been runners up on six occasions.  Yet, they have made their current journey 
through the groups look easy.  They have managed to reach the final with an 
unbeaten record, however, so have Real Madrid.  Why might this be their year to 
win?  In short, their cast-iron defence which has only been breached twice this 
competition and it’s a commonly held belief that a good defence wins trophies.

solid awards

contest universally

broken security

undefeated recent

acquired times
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Real Madrid Verses Juventus – Challenge Activity
Section C

Identify words in the text that mean the same as:

Section D

Explain what these idioms mean.

• firing on all cylinders

• steal someone’s thunder

• burn the midnight oil

• a hive of activity
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Real Madrid have been UEFA Champions League winners an unprecedented eleven 
times, which must be a daunting statistic for Juventus!  However, they have made 
a sluggish start to the competition and only managed to finish second in their 
group, much to the delight of Dortmund who finished above them.  Despite this, 
it’s never wise to write off a team like Real Madrid as they most definitely have 
the stuff of champions.

regardless pleasure

yet beginning

figure cluster

certainly unnerving

unmatched clever

makings winners
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Real Madrid Verses Juventus – Challenge Activity
Section A

Find matching synonyms and label them with the same number.

Section B

Identify words in the text that mean the same as:
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Juventus have won the UEFA Champions League final twice already but they have 
also been runners up on six occasions.  Yet, they have made their current journey 
through the groups look easy.  They have managed to reach the final with an 
unbeaten record, however, so have Real Madrid.  Why might this be their year to 
win?  In short, their cast-iron defence which has only been breached twice in this 
competition and it’s a commonly held belief that a good defence wins trophies.

Like this? Find more 
differentiated Football 

resources here.

epic 1 edge 2 foe 3 pleased 4

delighted 4 sluggish 5 desire 6 eager 7

enemy 3 keen 7 slow 5 drive 8

passion 6 heroic 1 motivation 8 advantage 2

solid cast-iron awards trophies

contest competition universally commonly

broken breached security defence

undefeated unbeaten recent current

acquired won times occasions
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Real Madrid Verses Juventus – Challenge Activity
Section C

Identify words in the text that mean the same as:

Section D

Explain what these idioms mean.

• firing on all cylinders

• steal someone’s thunder

• burn the midnight oil

• a hive of activity
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Real Madrid have been UEFA Champions League winners an unprecedented eleven 
times, which must be a daunting statistic for Juventus!  However, they have made 
a sluggish start to the competition and only managed to finish second in their 
group, much to the delight of Dortmund who finished above them. Despite this, 
it’s never wise to write off a team like Real Madrid as they most definitely have 
the stuff of champions.
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regardless despite pleasure delight

yet however beginning start

figure statistic cluster group

certainly definitely unnerving daunting

unmatched unprecedented clever wise

makings stuff winners champions

to perform as effectively as possible

to gain praise that should be given to someone else

to work or study late into the night

a location where things are very busy
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Whole Class Guided Reading – Teaching Guide

• The text is for the children to read.  Give each pair a copy of the text (without questions) to read 
individually or as a whole class.  This text has been aimed at Year 6 (Wales)/Primary 7 
(Scotland)/Grade 5 (Australia).

• The teacher should use the teacher version.  It shows you where to pause after each section and 
provides questions for you to ask.  The colours refer to our levels so that you can direct specific 
questions at specific students in terms of difficulty (their version does not have these colours to 
show them which is which).  The questions are also numbered in the order they appear on the 
comprehension sheet. 

Beginner – (Red) 
Easy – (Blue)
Tricky – (Orange)
Expert – (Green)

• The children can record their answers to the questions at the end of the shared read/discussion or 
in a different session by using the comprehension sheet.  The questions have been re-grouped into 
abilities so that you can assign sections to specific children.

Section A – Beginner
Section B – Easy
Section C – Tricky
Section D – Expert
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